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CHILD AND ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE 
4416. Hon Stephen Dawson to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Mental Health: 
I refer to the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) in 2016, and I ask: 
(a) have any changes recently occurred in the operation of CAMHS Services and, if yes, what are the 

details of the changes; 
(b) have any changes recently been made to the funding of CAMHS Services and, if yes, what are the details; 
(c) have any changes been made to the Child and Adolescent Mental Health phone line; and 
(d) if yes to , what are the details of the changes and what is the value of savings to be made as a result of 

the operational changes? 
Hon Nick Goiran replied: 
(a) Services purchased by the Mental Health Commission are continuously monitored and evaluated to 

ensure clinical best practice and efficient delivery. 
 Consistent with this approach, a number of service improvements have been rolled out in 2016, including: 

The integration of Ward 4H at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children (PMH) with the 
Bentley Adolescent Unit (BAU) in preparation for the move to the new Perth Children’s Hospital.  
A new Eating Disorders day treatment clinic is now operational. The new service has resulted 
in significant improvements for children and their families, including reduced length of stay 
in hospital.  
As part of The Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Services 
Plan 2015–2025 (The Plan), acute activity for young people aged under 16 is planned to 
transfer to a 20 bed authorised unit at PCH in late 2016.  
Models of care for the Acute Response Team and Acute Community Intervention Team have 
been reviewed and new models of care are to be implemented later this year which will result 
in improvements in access, care closer-to-home, and removal of transition points and 
duplication of assessments; all of which are important to children and families.  

(b) Yes, total funding from the Mental Health Commission (MHC) to the Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services has increased by over $2.1 million (approximately 4 per cent) between 2015/16 
and 2016/17. 
This funding increase is provided by the MHC through an annual service agreement which includes 
public hospital inpatient services, non-admitted community services and funding for teaching, training 
and research. 

(c) No. 
(d) Not applicable. 
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